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S IT R, 


Ours I have received, wherein you are 
pleaſed to fignify, that you have ſhawn 
the ſeveral Tratts which have been 
lately written, and expoſed to publick 
View, in defence of the DoQrrine of 

Non-reſiſtance, to ſome of 'your Neighbors, who are 

mach inclined to Fanaticiſm, and they ſay, upon per- 

uſfal of them, that though they ſhould grant to our 

Church-men what they have endeavoured to prove 

- out of Scripture, Yiz. The anlawfullneſs of Subjeits taking 

up Arms againſt their Sovereign in what Caſe ſoever,. yet 


they 
OW. 57 


- 


Calvin s Caſe, 


« _ (2) | 
they fancy, that the Ring of . England's not ſuch a King 
as the Scriptures mention. It 1s (fay'you)) an Eva- 
ſion! they much| boaſt of , whenſoever they read any 
pic -es of this nafure : What ts all this to w,| who Live- 
nitunder juch a King as the Holy Scriptures makes men- 
tion of Nel, .c.0g that tis Evaſion 15 ip Diana 
tiey, fo much yaunr 01, i am reſolved, outof the Zeal 
and \.ove I bear: my. Ring and Country, and tor the 
prevention of another Rebellion, ( having been ſufft- 
ciently ſen'ible of the dire and calamitous| Effects of 
the former) to ſer jorth the excellent. and! ſweet a- 
greement, which the Municipal Laiys of. this Realm 
* have with theLaws of God' in this particyfar. affir- 
ming, That the King of England is ſuch a King as the. , 
Scriptures mention, and that in a fourtold Reſpect. 


| ; I, Of hu.Right to the Crown. 

k , 2. Of. his: Authority and Fower, 
In 3 eſpect 3.. Of hs Charge, and Duty. | 
| 4. Of the Revdring of his Account. 


1ſt. The King of England's Right to the ou pre» 
Birth, Deſcent, or Hereditary Succeſſion. And this ſſiall 
be apparanted in theſe four particularities. 

Firſt, By that part of the Oath of Allegiance which 
isuſed in every Leet, Tow ſhall ſwear,that from this day 
forward, you ſhall be true and faithful to our Sovereign Lord 
King Charles and his Heirs, which demonſtrates the 
Deicent. And by the by, I preſume it will nor be 
amiſs. to preſent to our Faxaticks the whole ſcope and 
aim of this Oath of Allegiance, as itis expreſſed in the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of our King William the Firſt. 

Statuimug ut omnes Liberi Homines fadere & Sacra- 


8. - : mento - 


mento dfirment, = intra, & extra univerſuam Regnum 
Anglicee ( quod olim vocabatur Regnum Britanniz) Willi- 
elmo Regi Domino ſuo fideles eſſe volunt Terras & Hono- 
res illius omni fidelitate ubique ſervare cum eo, & contra 
inimicos & alienigenas defendere. Lex 52. De fide © 
obſequio erga Regem. Add hereto another Conſtitution of 
the Conqueror,whereby all ſubje&ts-are commanded, ut 
Tura Regia illzſa ſervare pro wviribus Conentur. 

Staturmus etiam, & firmiter ' pracipimus, ut omnes 
Liberi homines totius Regni noſtri praditti, fint fratres 
Conjurgti ad Monarchiam® noſtram & ad Regnum No- . 
ſtrum pro viribus ſuis, & facultatibus contra int 
micos pro poſſe ſuo defendendum,  '& wiriliter [ervan- 
dum, & Pacem & dignitatem Corong noſtre integrans 
ebſervandam. Lex 5y. Both which Laws, and many 
others enatted and granted by the Conqueror, were 
obſerved and kept in-the Reign of King. Edward the 
Confeſlor. 1 

Secondly, For that we do our Ligeance to the King 
in his natural Capacity, that is, as he is. Charles, the 
Son and Heir apparent of King Charles the Glorious and 
Royal Martyr. For Ligeance, or /Homage cannot be 


done to the King in hisPolitick capacity,tor fo the Body cavir's Caſe. 


of . the Ring 1s 1nviſiþle. -If this be-true Law, as it is, 
what ſhall wejudge then of the new Coined diſtinCtion, 
to make' adifterence betwixt the Ring and his Autho. 
rity ? berwixt his Perſonal Will, and his Royal and 
Authoritative Will > to 'purſuer the late Kings Perſon 
with a Cannon-Bullet at Edge-hill, and to preſerve his 
Authority at Londox or elſewhere 2 I am ſure 'tis Evi- 
dent by the 25. E. 3. C.a. De proditionibus, that it 
is High-Treaſon to compaſie the Kings Death, by which 
maſt be meant to endeavour his Perſonal ruine ; be- 
| | Bu cauſe 


| never dies'in Erg/and, Or: 

Fanaticks\ take| heed then for the future 1of' News. . 
coined diſtintions ; take heed of the' cunning Wiles? - 
and Sleights- of the Jeſuits: There is no Wickedneſs: 
but hath ſome excuſe. | 

In that great Inſurre&tion, in Richard" the Seconds 
time, the Commons had a fair pretence. ' | Their In 
tent was ( as they ſaid) to abo/liſh the Eaw of Vellei- 
wage and Servitude, and toſlay the Corrupt Judges. And 
they took an Oath, forſooth,to be true tothe King and 
Commons, and that they would take nothing but what 
they paid for; and they puniſhed allTheir v/ithdeath : 
yet in the Parliament of $5. R. 2. N. 3, and 32. They 
were adjudged Traytors. [ 


The Earls'of Northumberland and Weſtmerland, int + 


F: 4 
cauſe the Regal Authority 


"the | Reign of Queen. Elizabeth; could in the Queens: 


Co. Lib. 7; 
Calvin's Caſe, .. 


Name command the Country to follow themin Arms : ſome- 


times pony the ſaſety of Her Majeſties Perſon,in dan- 
ger. ( they ſaid) by. Treaſons in working; And ſometimes 
an caſe of Conſcience, for reſtoring, their former Religion. 
And in this Zeal they. bafted ey hart, Minſter, where 
they tare the Bible (aud Communion-Book;” and ſuch other 
things as there were, laith Stow) in-great Contempt. Yet 
theſe were mere Rebels and Traytors. Speed- Lib. 9. 
Cap. 2.4- - 
Wherefore examine ,. ſearch diligently into- the 
Cauſe , every thing is not as it ſeems': 4// i5 not Gold 
that Gliſters:: 1 beſcech you to/look before you leap into 
Rebellion, that Sin of Witch-craft | 
Thirdly,. It isexpreſly affirm'd in the Caſe of Catvzn, 
That the King holds the Kingdom of England by Birth- 
Right Inherent by Deſcent from the Blood: Royal ; where- 
upon Succeſſion Joth attend, and therefore it is uſually 


p] ET R faid, ” 


_ 


faid, Forthe Xing, his Heirs and Succeſſors; wherein Heirs 
is firft named, and Succeffors attendant upon Heirs; 
" but the Title is by Deſcent.By Queen E/zzabeth's Death 
the Crown and Kingdomiof England deſcended toKing 
Fames, and from hum to King Charles thei Firſt, and 
from him to the King thatnow is, and they were fully 
and abſolutely: thereby Kings , without any eſſential 
Ceremony or Act to be done, Ex poſt fatto. 

And by the way,how inſeparable this Right of deſcent 
is from the.next in Blood, you may ſee'in' #. +4. who 
though he was alſo of the Blood-Royal, and had the 
Crown reſigned unto him trom; R.. 2. and confirmed by 
Act of Parhament; yet upon his Death-Bed he acknows> 
ledged he had no right thereunto, as Speedtells us, L:5. 
9. C. 14. Add to this acknowledgment the words of 


Ur Edward Coke 5 The Degnity Royal (faies 'he,) is an co Lib. 12! 
Inberent inſeparable to the Royal Blood: of the' King , F. 28, 


and. deſcendable to the next of Blood of the King, and can- 

not be tramsferred to another.” | 

_  Zaſtlyy By all the Judges r. Facobi, at the Arraign- 

ment of”. Warſon: and Chet; Two Semmary Prieſts, it 

was reſolved, That immediately by deſceiit: His Majeſty 
was compleatly and abſolutely King, without the' Ceremony 
of: Coronation, which was but a Royal Ornament, and' ex- 
ternal. Solemnization of | the ' Deſcent. This 18 plainly 1- 
luſtrated by icveral precedents-taken out of our Hiſto» 
ries. or Set 


his Reign; yet divers were attainted of Treaſon before 16 
that: time, which. could not- have been; had: he not 
been King.- 4. 4 | , 

So- Queen Mary Reigned Three' Months- before ſhe: 
was Crowned ; in-which'ſpace'the Duke of —_— 


ing ZZ 6. was not Crowned till: the: gth year of Speed, lib. g, c«- 


| erlavd and others were'Condefnned and Executed for 


Treaſon, which they had committed before ſhe was 


proclaimed Queen. 


Cartits, lib. $. 


So King Edward 1. was in Paleſtina when/his Father 
died, and 1n his abſence, the Nobility and Prelates of 
the Realm aſſembled at London, znd did acknowledge 
him! for their King. In his recuſk homeward he cid 
Homage to the| French King, for the Lands which he 
held' of him in France : He alſo repreſſed certain Re. 
bels of Gaſcoin , amongſt whom Gaſco of Brerne Ap- 
pealed to the Court ot-the French King , where our 
King, Edward had Judgement, That Gafco had perpe- 
trated' Treaſon, and thereupon he was delivered to 
the pleaſure of King Edward. Walfgham in Edw. 1. 
And all this happened before his Coronation, which . 
was 2 Year and Nine Months after he began toReign. 

Beſides, we:know, that fo ſoon as the King depart- 
eth out of this Lite; His Succeſlor is. forthwith pro- 
claimed ; all Writs go forthwith in his name; all 
Courts of Juſtice: exerciſed, and all Offices are held 
by his Royal Authority ; all States, all Perſons are 04 
bliged to bear him Allegiance: Which. things plainly 
demonſtrate, that the King hath his Kingdom by. des 
{cent,] and ſtays not to be made King by the People at. 
his Coronation. | Indeed. the people are at that time 
asked their Conſent ; not that they have power -to:de- 
ny, but that theKing having their Conſent, may with: 
greater Security and Confidence rely on: his. people. 
Fides wveſtra & Conſtantia (ſays King Alexander.) ut 
my me eſſe Credam, facit. Ferrum tuetur P rancipemn, 
melius\fides. Seneca. aft 21 114% 

Thus you ſee, 'That the XKng of. England's Kaki” to 
his ws wg Crown wu by Birth, Deſcent, or —— 


Sauccehhon. 


__ n 
(7) 
'As 'to the" Second RefpeR, it'is- evident. That the 
Power” of the ' ing of England , 5 by the Fundamental 
' Laws of the Land as Great and Royal; 1s'that which cur 
Divines have proved out of the Scriptures to belong anto 
the Kings of Juda and \\rael. - For, 
r. He has veiled in his Royal perion the power 'of The Royal 
making Laws, the Authority Legiflative Eeing a pecu- joe ett rth 
liar and incominunicable priviletige bf the Supreme By it War Dro- 
Power ; fo that the Office of the Two Houſes of Par. ©ime'!,2 Chr. 
liament'in this afair is oniy Confſultive, or Preparative; Pics —_ 
but the CharaQer of the Power. reſis in the finalSan-. ded, 1 Kngs 
ion, which 1s in rhe K.'|y-of Frglond, 25. 1. 


it b the people afs 
2. To him Lelongs the power 0: Life” and Death ; fembled and 


He hath the Swo:y of Juſtice to puniſh them rhar diſmiſſed, 7o-- 


mrgn 4 | ' i 214 24. 1, and 
tranigreis tus Laws, and endeavour to cauſe Sedition;/ I Kin 8, 


"T's he that can remit the teverities of the Penal Laws, 1, and 66. By 
by pitdoning borh the ſmaller Breaches of them, and 7. 4.M0 5: 
more Capiral O:tences, which he*might moſt juſtly Law ,epeatal 


puniſh. Bradon, Lib. 1. e.*9. N. 3- Lib. 3. c. 8. N. 1 San 14-24,, 


4. & lib. 3. c. 14: N.' 18: Feta, lib. 1, c.- 16. N. ; 34- By it Of- 


Sir Thomas Smith, de Rep. Angl. lib. 2. c.4. Lambard ae 2 Jams 
mnter Leges Edovardi, F. 143. 9. E, 4. 2.2.27, H. 8: ng 
C. 22-'* TI choſen, as well 

3. He only may Proclaim War, and he ſolely can Ecclekaſtical 
eſtabliſh Peace armong h!s people, Co, Lib. 7, Catvinr's "py _ 
Caſe, F. 256. Smith's Common wealth, Lib: 2. C. 4. 19. 41. 33, 34,41- 
E. 46. Co. 4 Juſt. t. 152, 2. H. 5. cap: 2. _ Bs. 

4 There isno Lawial Ajlembly, Meeting, or Court, 23. 1 Kg £ 
but by Authority from him : Yea, the High Court ot 3» t9 20. 


. RS Sh ; G 2 Chron. 17. 
Parliament was at firſt dcviſed,” framed, and inſtitured ES 


by him; P olyd." V irg. Lib. Lt. Speed, Stow; Martin, 514,15. 
Baker, and many others in the Lite of /Z- 1. = ops, hy 
49+ By it all Arms and Portifications are difpoſed, 2 Sam, 8, 14.' 1 Ki" 9. 1 5, 17, 18, 
19, and Chap, 26,9, to 16, Nehem, 7.1, 2, 3: 5. By 


OW — 
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__ — 
QF) PE 
© 5. 'By him'all. the Officers of the Realm, whether 
Temporal, or Eccleſiaſtical, are choſen and; eſtablith- 
ed; the Chief and Higheſt by himſelf immediately ; 
and mediately the Interiour Officers by Authority 
from him. Sir Thomas Smith, Lib. 2. Cap. 4, & 5. 
Brafton, Lib. 2. c. 24. Mirror c. 4- Sect. 2, & 4. Fleta 
Lib. x. c. 17. 12. FH. 7. 17. 6. Co. Lib. 12. Caſe of Con+ 
Jpiracy, f. 25. 27. #T. 8. C.24- | \ f 

'6. By him all Liberties, Franchiſes and Cuſtoms are 
granted and confirmed: to the people. Brafton, Lib. 2. 
C..2.4- N.2. Cowells Juſt. 1,2, 5- Dyer 44-. Co. Lib. 
II.&7. Caſe of Monopelies. 

| 7. He bath the fole Power of ordering and diſpo- 
ſing all the Caſtles, Forts and ſtrong Holds, and all 
the Ports and Havens, and generally all the Militia of 
the Kingdom. Co. Lit. 5. a. Co. 2. Juſt. 30.13. Car. 2. 
c\6.14. Car. 2. C. 3. Co. 3. Fuſt. 160, & |83. Co. Lib. 
12. TheCaſe of the Kings Prerogative in Salt-Peter. 

| In ſhort, The Prince is the Life, the Head, and Au- 
thority of all Things that be. done in the Realm of 
England. Smith, Lb. 2. c. 4. 


Cambdeninhis | Supremam poteſtatem, & merum Imperium apud nos 
Britanta ofthe habet : Nec in Imperit Clientela eſt, nec Inveſlituram ab 


King of 
land. 


"3" alio accipit , nec preter Deum, ſupremum agnoſcit: He 
hath Soveraign Power, and Abſolute Command am 
us ; neither holdeth he his Empire in Vafallage, nor 
receiveth the Inveſtiture, or Enſtalling:frgm another ; 
nor yet acknowledgeth any Superioy# but God Al- 
mighty above. E2: >-1 
| Brafton, That Wrote in the Reign. of -Z7. 3. ſays 
thus, Sunt etiam ſub Rege Liberi Homines © ſervi ejus 
poteftati ſubjetti, & omns quidem ſub eo, © ipſe ſub. nullo, 
nift tantum ſub Deo: And in another placeatter fays he, 
| 1 J ' EX 


# 4 


Wy. SE Re 
| "— MET > FE OO 
= habet Facrifaliftionens ſupra omnes, qui in Regno ſuo Lib. 4. ©. 24: 
«yt. + - + I, 
King ZZ 8. upon a Conteſt touching an Fecleſiaſti. - 
cal Immunity, uttered theſe very words ; By the per- DoB.Burner's 
wiſſion| and Ordinance of God we are King of England, and = _ the 
the Kings of England in times paſt had never any ſuperi- Lib.1 parts £ 
our, but God only; Therefore k1ow you well, that we will '7- 
maintain the Right of our Crown, and of our Temporal 
Turiſdidlion, as well in this as in all other Points, jn as 
ample. manner as any of aur Progenitors have done before our 
time. Add hereunto, That this Soveraignty and Su» 
premacy appertaining.to our Kings, and to the Empe-- 
rial Grown: of Exg/and, is aſlerted, nor: only by our 
Books of Law, but likewiſe thoſe Statutes that have- 
been Fnaed by: our Princes and Nobles in Parliament, 
do affirm rhe fame ; witneſs T6.R. 2.C.5.2.4. F8. cc. 
Iz: 25, 8..c:21, ©.14z' 1 E/iz Cx. & x. Fac. cx, 
All which Statutes vou may peruſe at your owr leiſure. 
Now I would fain know of any Popeling or Fanatich,. 
what- greater. or more Royal Power canary: Prince of 
Jude or Iſrael claim, than -is here by our Laws ac-- 
knowledged to be in'the King of England. © 
The Third Reſpet in his Charge and Dary, which 
conſiſts in the obſervance of the Law of God, the Law 
of Nature, and the Lawsof this Realm. | 
To obſerve the Law of God, He'is bound as a Chri-. 
ſtiae; to obſerve the Law of. Nature, he is'6bliged as 
a Man ; to obſerve the Lawsof his ReaJm, he'is bound 
as. 2 King : Nor is he only. boand, vincals Offert, as he 
is a King, tho' this is a ftridt rye; conſidering to-whom 
he muſt one day. render .arr Accompt of his Steward- 
ſhip; but he is alſo bound, Fivwwo Faraments; by #1; 
Oath. taken at D—_— : TheieffeX —_— 
” enus,, 


« #177 hr this, To keep, confirm, -and defend" al Laws; Cuſtoms, and 


on. ſee Fle'a Freedoms, granted by his Predeceſſors to the Clergy* or 
Lib. 1.47-N- People; to preſerve Peace and Concord, and cauſe equal 
— es _ right Juſtice to be - done, according #6" this Power. 
. 'Whence it is very evident, that he Kio hath 'his' 
Duty enjoyned him, and ought not to-thake this Will: 
the Rule of his Aﬀtions. Temperent igitar ( ſays Flett' 
Lib. 1. c. 17. N. 11.) Reges potentiam ſnam per Legem, 
qux frenum eſt Potentie, quod ſecundum Leges vivant,. 
qaza hc ſanxit Lex humana, quod Leges ſuum"ligent Lito- 
rem. © alibi digna vox 'ex Majeſtate Regnantis eft Logy- 
bus alligatum ſe principem profiteri : preterea nibil tam 
proprium imperio quam Legibwus vrivere, & majus eſt Impe- 
rio Legibus ſubmittere Principatum. | 
The tourth and laſt ReſpeCt, is in the rendring'of- 
his Account ; For as'the-King's mentioned in\Scripture 
were not, ſo the King of - Exg/and is not.accountabe 
for his Actions to any but God alone.  +Þ. 
Firſt, Becauſe| the King of Eng/and hath not his 
hh n _ > Crown fromgny but God alone.Not only Haly(o):Serip- 
Pſalm $2. 8. ture, but the writings of Heathens have declared, eat 
or = % in |Soveraign Princes. there is, 04:07 7%, ſomething v- 
* * © vine; above the reach of man, whichſtannort be de- 
rived from them ; and therefore | they - are: deſcended 
more immediately from the gods, and more particwlar-' 
ly depending on them. Kingsare from Fupizer';) Cys 
Callimachus,) and nothing ever deſcended mare: {adted/ 
from him. And Flomers M ;' Tit #"- FIT Altos i!&61 a 
Ab Jove ſummus FHonos. Omni proveflus ;  mdkime-, 
Regius, ad divinitatis munera referendus eſt Says Vitiphs; 
"9 Wwe ape Caſſiodorum. Tibi ſummun Rerum Tuditium, 115 We | 
Tacitum .6, dere» inobus obſequii gloria relifia eft 5\t10 'Lawi codified 
niſh, nor any call Kings to accountbut the gods} Wh) 


as 


XUM 


[ 


(11) 
as they gave: them the higheſt | Empire here, ſo did 
they. leave: their Subjects nothing 'but 'the Glory 
of. obeying; bf 21156 ts 1 ON GHERT 
- But it may be ſaid by our Fayxaticks, - how can the 
Kings Power be thought to be only and immediately 
from. God.,. when ir.is. derived to himby ordinary 
means ofHereditary Succeſſion / 
It-is anſwered, Lhat Ele&tion, Succeſſion,and Lawful 
Conqueſt;are Titles whereby Princes receive their Au- 
thority; they are not-the Original and immediate Foun- 
tain of this Authority. .Heat, Moyſture, Cold, Dry- 
neſs, and our. Temper ariſing from them ( whilſt we 
are miraculouſly faſhionedin our Mothers Womb) are 
preparations, whereby our Bodies are made fit Recep- 
tacles tor our Souls ;. but the Creator of our Souls- is 
God: So Princes have: juſt claim :to their. Soveraign 
Power, by the titles of. Succeſſion and Conqueſt ; -but 
the Prime Author of- their Power: is God... Cujus juſfſic 
(fays Irenzxus) naſcuntur homines,. e jus jufſn. Conſtituun- 


tur Principes: By whoſe. appointment they are born . Men, 


and made . reaſonable Creatures ; by his appointment are 
they made Princes.” And as they. receive their Power 
only from God,. ſo + for the 'good, or. evil Adminiſtra- 
tion-thereof,. they are accountable only unto God, as 
unto their. Superior, and not unto any mortal Crea- - 
ture. God only maketh them Kings, and only can 
unmake them; and defeX them. trom their Thrones ; 
according to the Rule of Law,Ejuſdem ft deſtituere;cujus 
@ infltucre. | :i+,} 2/2. ri: cp ene 

Secondly, The Oath that the King takes at his Coro- 
nation, binds him only . before God ; tor there is 
no-.Condition,, Premiſe. or: Limitation, | whereby he is 
madeAccountable.to. his People. . - . | 

; \ Thirdly, 


? | COTE i 
$ ( 4a}, - 
Thirdly, By the ſuffrage, and Teſtunony| of our 
Lawyers, it appears, that the King .of Zi#/apd is un- 
accountable to any humane Power on Earth. And we 
begin with Bratton, who tells us, that we have no Le 
gal Remedy, we can only humbly Petition His Sacred 
Majeſty, Locus erit Supplicationi, quod fatinm ſuum cor- 
rigat, © emendet ; Qugd quidemfi nox fecerit, ſatis ſuffi 
cit eiad prenam, quod dominum expectet ultorem. Nemo 
quidem de fattis ſuis, preſumat diſputare, multa fortius 
Contra faltum ſuam venire. It he will not hearken to 
our juſt and reaſonable deſires, ſatis ſugficit, his puniſh- 
ment is more than enough ; for he muſt render anac- 
count to him that judgeth Righteouſly. Let not men 
preſume to queſtion hus deeds, much leſs ro undo by 
torce what he ſhall do, though not according to Right. 
That our Fanaticks may not think this dropt from our 
Bratton unwaruly , he repeats it in other places, and 
Lth. 5. Trad. 3. De defaltis, Cap. 3. N. 3. He putsthe 
Cale, that the Xing ſhould ds injury, and a Plea is brought 
againſt him, in whoſe behalf he did it ; the King being 
Petitioned and Perfiſting, and he rulesit thus, © caſa 
cum dominus Rex Jfuper hoc fuerit interpeliatus in eatlem 
perſtiterit voluntate , quod wvellet tenentem efſe defenſum 
injuria , cum teneatur juſtitiam totis viribus deftwſare, 
ex tunc erit injuria ipfius Domini Regis, nec poterit, ei 
neceſſitatem imponere, quod illam corrigat & emendet nit 
velit, cum ſuperiorem non habeat niſi deam®& ſatis erit dt 
propena, quod deum expettet ultorem. If the King,who 
1s bound to Adminiſter Juſtice to his utmoſt |power, 
will not recall the wrong he did upon a falſe ſuggeſtion, 
in this caſe he injures his Subjetts ; but ao:: body can 
force hum to doRight,becauſe he hath ſupream Power; 
he hath no ſuperior but God only, and it'is fufficient 
| that 


that we ſhall have a day of hearing hereafter at a juſt 
Tribunal, where: he ſhall be puniſhed for doing wrong, 
and we a:nply requited for our patient fuffering, 
Gilbert de Thornton, Chiet Juſtice under Eehvard the 
Firſt; ſpeaketh inthe ſame'granner ; Cam proviſum fir, 
quod quilibet in ſui juris proſequeutione potius judicio, quam 
wviribus utatur, & oportet Lxſos Regen adire,' ut ofteuſis 
(1bi injuriis illatis, Celerem juſtitiam petentibus faciat 
exhiberi, qui ft noluerit de ſeipſo, vel de alto; tc tunc 
deum expettent conquerentes'ultorem: Nemo enim de fatto 
Regis prefumat diſputaare, wec contra fattum ſunm wvenire. 
Seawfrd 1n his Expoſitiorf of the Kings Prerogative is 
of the fate mind with Braffon and 7horntoy \ for he 


fays, That by the Common Law, there tyeth nv Aion or 


Writ againſt the King, but when be ſeizeth the Subjetts 
Lands or Goods , having ao Title by order of Law fo to do; 


Petition is all the Remedy the Subjeft hath, and this Petit 


Zion is called a Petition of Right. - | 
With our Lawyers do concurr two of our Parlia- 
ments, which have declared that the King of Emland 
is, *Araniuforer, gecountable to none but God , 
and therefore no way obtioxiotis to any hutnane cod- 
ercive Power. Thomas de Watfingham mentions 4 Letter 
written to the Biſhopof Rye inthename of the whole 
_ Kingdom, from the Parliament held at Lincohy, Anno 
Domini 1301, wherein are theſe words , Sci, Pater 
Sanfiſſime, & notorium eſt,' a pritia inſtitutions Regt 
Amlie, tam —_— Britarmaruth , ' gram Argtorum, 
quod certum & direttuns domininm ad Regem —_— 
Reges Amplie ex libera pre-emimentia Regiz dignitatis, 
Conſinncine canttis tempor ibs obſervata, coram aliquno Fa- 
ite Ecclefiaſtice, vel feenlari reſprnelr ant , ant reſpridere 


debebant. We know moſt holy Father, and it is. mani» | 


feſt, 


Fleta Lib.1.c, 


17. N.g. 


(14) as 
felt, ſromthe-very beginning of tho. Kingdom :of Eg 
land as well-in the time of. the. Brittajns:as of; the' A 
es, that the. certain, and diret- dominion hath be- 
for ed unto the King, neither have the Kings of. Engs 
land ( by reaſon of the undoubted preheminence of 
the Royal Digaity.and; Cuſtom obſerved. in all Ages.) 
anſwered, or ought.to anſwer betore any.-Judge Ecclefi- 
aſtical or. Civil. .;;- : wy v0” a 

Lyc other Parliament was held at Weſtmin/ter inthe 
Reign of the King that now is, whereat the Lords and 
Commons have declared, That by the undeubted;and Fun- 
damental Laws of this Kingdom , neither the Peers of. this 
Realm, nor the. Cemmons, nor beth together in Parliament, 
nor the People collectively,or repreſentatively nor any other 
perſons whatſover ever bad, have, hath, or ought to have, 
 anycoercive Power over the perſons of the Kings of Eng. 

You ſee, (Sir)that though there be Laws to guide-and 
dire& our Princes, yet4f, they chance to forget them- 
ſelves ſo much as to violate and break through them, 
there is no Law whereby SubjeQs may reſiſt and-puniſh 
them; their Magiſters and Inſtruments are.everaccount- 
able, - but as- to themſelves, 1itis.a known Maxime a- 
mong our Lawyers, That theycan do no wrong. 

; Bur afterallthat has been ſaid, there are ſome Hunt- | 
' Scrap Lawyers and Polititians- ready to raiſe ſuch 

. objeftionsas.theſe following... i, Ln, 

\ From whom the King receivethhis: power,” ta.them 
he is accountable ; but. from the people-the King recei. 
veth his power ; as Forteſcue delivers, Cap. 13. Ad tu- 
telam Legis ſubditorum ac eorum Corporum © Banorum,Rex 
ereflus, & hanc poteſtatem- a populo e/tluxam. iþfe "habet. 
A King is ordained fon the detence of the Law.of . his 


Subje&s, , 


a (5) 
Subje&ts; and of  their/Bodies' and Goods; whereunto 
he' receiveth'Power' of his' People: Therefore'to his 


People, the King is accountable. 


If the Makers of -this Obje&tion did rightly ſer Solutior. 


down- the words of Fortefeue, they might eafily An- 
{wer themſelves ;' for it is not barely Rex a 'King, bur 
Rex hujuſmodi, fach a King, meaning a King whoſe 
Government is meerly Politick. But the Govern- 
ment of Egland is not meerly Politick, nor meerly 
Regal, but mixt ;- partly] regal and partly politick': 'as 
Forteſcue ſaith (preſently after, * Regyum Angji&ex 5 
tt Comittva Trejanorumgin 2 yr ne ieann— &' Reoa- 
le prorupit ; The King of Exmgland” out of "Brutus his 
retinue- of the Trojans, firſt' grew intb a Politick and 
Regal Dominion. _ _ the Ninth Cage Rex Ay- 

Me principats, rexalspolitito, iſio prpulo lo) Domina-- 
Fe Th King of Eng/ayd Governeth his People by 
Dominion, notonly Regal,but alſo Politick. + 

How it is Regal, and how Politick, doth plainly 
appear by: what hath been before:fpoken; for inregard! 
all Powet and Authority isderived from him, anf, he- 
holds his Kingdom, -and there: withal his /Power from” 
God only» it muſt needs be,thart lis Government isRe- 
21; and in regard he is tyed to the obſervance of the 
Laws of his Kingdom,(whereby Pote/tai Regia Lege po- 
litica'cohibetur Forteſcue,Cap.g.'The' Power Regal-ts tes: 
ſtrained by a Law-Politick) it/tauſtrieeds follow, ! thit- 
this Government is: Politick: So that in reference to his 
Power, ' he'isa Regal King; in referenceto his Duty,he 
isa Politick King, -  ' [> RR. 

; The Objeion therefore being grounded upon For- 
teſeues:words,of :a Kingdom:meerly Politick, does not - 
concern our Kingdom. {i 04H 112 OH 7 a0? 


—- 


He 


Object. > 


a WY. 
N. 5- | 


Sulut ion. 


* | 

((;26) 

He who.i3 under the Law,may be called toaccotnt for 
his Ations;but the King is under. the Law, Bratton Gays, 
Ipſe Rex non d:7*t eſſe ſub bomine, ſed ſub Dey, © ſub 
Lege, 'Quia Lex fcit Regew. The King himſelt ought 
not. to! be under men, but.under God:; and under the: 
Law, becauſc the Law makes the King, | 

In Anſwer to this Objection, we muſt call to-mind - 
that there is a two-fold Power in- the Law, a Direttang; 
Pamer, and a Correfting-Power. 

Io reſpeGt ofithe former, the King is enderthe Law, 
That is to fax," the-Law is the Line and Rule whereby 
the Wiltof. the. King 1s gtuded. and. directed: ;- and: 
in this ſence Braftor ipake. | 

In reſpe& of the later, the Kings oot under the Law. 
For how can-we poſſibly concetve, {tha herwho! grv- 
eth Life to.the Law, ſhould by-thekaw offer.force ua 
to himſelf, and.compel hirgſe.; for a: with the Grams. 


_ marjans the Imperative-Mood hatly no firft Perſon, 10 


with the Civilians ; neq; imperare-/ihi, mags ſe: prohuibere 
quiſquans poteſt, no man can Comnand: on. jorhad him. 
iclt; at leaftwiſeno man can mmpaſe;fiich-a Law, ups. 
_ orgy but that he my recede from it'when he' 
pleaſeth. D,32. I. 22, oy 

He CIR the alum. So only, is acconnt- 
able to Gad. only. for his Actions ; as the. King. . But 
he that is-under both Powers of the Law, isaccountabte 

.to God and: the Law; as is every Subjedt. 

Lain, Inteſpett of the Direfting Pawer,;. the Law 
is the Objeft and Rule of Fuſtice, and fothe King isun- 
der-the Law : In ReſpeCt of the Correfting Power, the 
Law is the Iuſtrament of Jaſtice, and ſa theKing isinot 
under the Law ;.' but the Laws a means; ſerving the 
King; to govern his People. 

[ | To. 
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To illuſtrate this by an example ; a-.Servant who 
guides and direfts his Maſter, as heis a Guide,is ſaperi- 
our to his Maſter ; but conſider him as an Inſtrument 
and Servant unto his Maſter, and though he be never 
ſo Wile and Upright, yet his Maſter is above him. 

And as the Law 1s ſaid to be above the King, fo in 


the fame Sence His Council may alfe be faid to be a- —_— 
bove him; that is,in reſpe& they guide, direCt and adviſe z. Fleta ti 
the King in the Governing of his People, For ſo ſay our 1c: 17-N. g. 


two antient Lawyers; The King hath Supeviors in the 
Governing of his - People, the Law by which he i mad, 
and his Council, to wit, The Earls and Barons. 

But here a ſcruple may arife, what Bradton and Fle- 
ta mean , when they fay, The Law makes-the King. It 
isanſwered, thereare two ſingular and excellent bene- 
fits, which by the Law redound unto the King. The 
one 1s, the Law does declare and. publiſh unto the Peo- 
ple the Kings Right unto the Crown, ſo that they qui- 
etly and willingly receive-him as their King, and ſul- 
mit unto him.The other Benefit is,the Law doth ſupport 
and ſtrengthen him in his Emperial Thrope... In. both 
which reſpe&ts it may well: be ſaid, 7hat the Law males 
the King.and ſo Sir Edward Coke ſpake right when he told 
King Fames, That the Law ſet the Crown upon his Head, 

Sir, Theſe ObjeCtions being fully (asT think ) an- 
ſwered, I ſhall leave you, and your Faxatick Neigh- . 
bours, to compare what hath been now by me proved, 
with what hath been by ſome of our Divines lately 
delivereconrof-rhe"Seriptures; and you will clearly 
find, That the King of England 1s ſuch a King as the 
Scriptures make mention of. And if it be ſo, how then 
can Faraticks take up Arms agamſt him 2 If he be wick- 
ed What advantage _—_— be to them to be W_ : 


\ $4.4) hi : 
If he'break his Oath, will they alſo break theirs'? Or 
_ can they ſay , that they ſwear Allegrance unto himon 
_ conditon of his good Behaviour 2 Does the Statute of. 
25. Ed. 3. C. 2. declare it to be Treaſon only, to 
Levy War againſt a good, a juſt King > Why then did. | 
not the Proteſtants take'up Arms again? that bloody 
Idolatrous Queen Mary 2 Why then is it Treaſon to 
compaſs the Leath of an Uſurper of the Crown? Daz. 
G. Lib. 7; 227. -Wasnot Spexcer baniſhed for the affirming, That 
Caloin's Caſe. if the King did not detnean” himſelf by Reaſon, in the . 
A Right of the Crawn, His Subjefts were bound by Oath to 
remove. him?2 Oh Fanaticks ! take heed of this unhap- 
Py Pfinciple , which not long ſince ruined as Flouri- 
ſthing a Kingdom as any in the Chriſtian World. By ' 
the dire Effe&ts of it, ourReligion was aboliſhed, our 
Foundations over-turned, our Laws abrogated , the 
Government of Church and State difſolved; inſtead 
of Religion, Atheiſm and - eager £ Fandtick Rage ,' 
and wild Enthufaſme ; In ſhort , inſtead of Liberty and 
Property , the voice of Sequeſtrations, Plunders and 
Decimations were heard in the Land. © | 
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| ob for the FOOLS-BACK. 
SHEWING 


What Tae both Forreign and Domeſtick, {aol beer 
_ | framed for the Prevention and Suppreſſion of Conrven. 
4 ticles. 


He opting of Aﬀecablies 3 is reckoned as an 
eſpecial Priviledge of Soveraign Princes ; who 
in all times have been jealous of them, and provided 
ſevere Laws v5 paint ainſt them; ag good Reaſon for ſuch 
fit isim ny be the pretences of 
[Meeting never ſo ſpeciq Fils )- to Govern People, 
'afid keepthem quiet tong, if they have'libertyto flock 
together at. *their"pleafares: And therefore there is 2 
rp that- all Amblings: of people , whether 
-upon x'Sacred of Civil account, thouldbe ahlolarely i in 
the Power of Princes.” | 
"Fo. Which purpoſe, both remarkable and atreable : 
are thoſe Taws and Fdidts'made by the Policy of the 
' Greeks and Romans, wheteunto we' will add thoſe Laws, 
"Canons, 'and Conſtititions that have-been EnaSted in 
"our Pzrliaments and Convocations.” And we thall be- 
"pin withthoſe that are Foreign, \ 
Therates, under the perſon of King Nicocles; thus i in- 
ſtruQs.his Sutjeds; | 
wg "ETe(g61086 jun Toke, pore 000d , FAT a jake ye 
| ; MG." 'Ai 10 oiblvzee 0U5TLOE'S - OW. Tots Po ous mo." 
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—_ (4) A 
[1-Englib thus, \Mate no Societies nor Coventicles with. 
out my Licenſe : Aſſemblies of "this kind, as in other Go- 
veruments they are hurtful, ſo in Monarchies they are ex- 
ceeding dangerous. Agreable hereto is that of Mecenas 
in Dx, who - pronounceth |, Euwwpacdzy Ki actors 
£72461 Te HIS [400K Ye Out per, That is In Engliſh, 
Combinations,and Aﬀemblies, and Afſeciations, are things 
that do not very well conſiſt with a Monarchy. 

Upon thisaccount Arroldns Clapmarius ſhews, how 
tv. 3513. pcrritious and dangerous are Conventicles in a Govern- 


ae Arcans Do . WT © RY en " 
Maou...  MCEnt; |and gives us Tacitus's Note, In Rebelione Gallia- 


rum : Jgztur (lays Tacitus) per conciliabula & Crt ſed;- 
tioſa Iifferebang. From w hence ſuch unlawful Aſſemblies 
are prevented and ſuppreſſed by the Decrees and Con- 
{itutions of the Roman Princes, and. Senators, which 
aie to be found inthe Body,of. the Civil Law ;. which 
I 2ow preſent to the Reader. , ke: el 

" D. 47.11. 2. Sub pratextu Religzonis, vel ſub ſpecies ſelvendi voti 

de cerrbws illi- Cgtus Micites nec a veteranis tempetare oportet. 


- wh Mandatis principalibus praccipitur prafidibus provincia- 


rum,ne patiantus eſſe Collegza ſodalitianeve milites,Collegja 
D. 47. 22. 1. in caſtris habeant. $ ed permittitur tenuioribus Stipem men- 


ac Collegut. ftruamConferre dum tamen ſemel in menſe coeant ne ſub pra- 


textu kujuſmodl itlicitum-Collegium coeat. Quod non tantum 
in urbeſed & in Italia, in provinciis Locum habere Divus 
quog: ſeverus reſcripfit Sed- Religionis Cauſa coire now pro- 
D. 47.22.2.de hibentut, dum tamen. per hoc non fiat ..Contra «| Sena- 
pena. tufconſultum quo illicita Cellegtaarcent ur. Quiſquis ilicitum 
Collegium Uſurpaverit, ea pena quo Tenetur qui hominibus* 
armatis Loca publica vel templa occupaſſe judicati ſunt. 
In ſumma autem nift ex. ſenatuſconſulti auftoritate; vel 
 Deg7.22.3.1, C afaris ; Collegium; wel huod \ Cunque tale Corpus coterit, ' 
contra {exatuſconſultum\et mandata, & conſtitutiones colle- 
giuim celg! "nt, | | By 


| ; 5 q C27 e ; kd 4 
:  Hycheſe Texts of Paw;weare informed, \that-uin: 
. lawful Colledges; Corporations and Aſſembhes, gather. 
ed wares baduſes,” as.to-Fating, Drinking,” Wan- 
- ronnels, Conſpiracy, are puniſhed as publick Routs and 
Riots. Thus much for the Digeſts, I come now to 
what is ſaid of 'Conventiclesin'thoſe partgof the Civil 
Law, wecall the Cedes.the Novels and the Feuds. 

In the Code'of the Emperour Juftinianyyou haverthis Cod.r, 5: 15, 
Fext of Law ; Conventicula ilicita etiam extra Eeclgſ. fe Wicitis 
am in privatis @dibus celebrari prohibemus, proſcriptionis 24 Gas: 
domus periculo imminente, fi dominus ejus in ea Clericos na- 
va, ac tunultugſa Conventicald extra- Ecclefiam celebraytes 

ſuſceperit.” For” more of 'thismiatter of 'Conwenticles, 

the Reader may at leiſure ſee." Cod. 1.2. 5: Cod.” 1.5. 

6. arid: 8. | $odey | 

\ In the Novels it isdeclared;,That'thefacred Myſteries 
Namared in public places haſt thereby urcngobo cone 
ebrated/in/pablick:places/ leaſt rhereby vhuy 

contrary oe Carolice nd Ado Ae R: nl 

they call tpxthe-celebrating of rhe ſame, ſuch Clerks of 

whoſe Faith: and:Conformity there is: n& doubt made, 

-orthoſethataredepured 'thereunto by: che/gdbd will of 

the Biſhop. But plaets to pray in} everyiniay tay have 

in hisown Moe ay thing bedoge-tothet nalyary, 

the Houſe wherein theſe things are done ſhall 'be con- 

;fiſeated, 'and themſelves ſhall-te puniſhed at the diſcre 

tio) ' of ! the Prinibe. (1) 105 54 05 gs errant 

-7 In the Fekds it is Uettatd thus 3'Comvenritali” feogue -—<wwig, 
i Cioittdibus,' Obtnbſqa& Cvnjurationes; Wi extha eta or. OF 
cafiong: parentelz, & inter 'Civitatem, & Cruitatem, & 
inter perſinam & perſonam, ſive inter Civitatem' & per- 

\ ſonam, modis omnibus fieri\probibemus-: Ft tn prejeritum 

fattas* Caffamis, fngutis *Edyhratorunt ' para unius Li. 


brew 


| F"7 [kl 3 
, ies Sorieud, vero Locori 
| dec dopant. ny ke hg wn nit | 


- ventant, plums, coercere. Receptoribus etiam 
-—_ qui, ; prediflam pacem violeverint, & Few pac non 
; bus noſtram indi oo ſubituris, © ejuſdem penis fert. 
endis. Praterea bona ejus publicentur & domug. ejus deftru- 
atur. By this edict it appears, - that Dowis nbi convey- 
ticula,. ant C on(pirationes fiunt confiscatur, & Receptans | 
Holatorem Legis pari cum eopena puuietur. The Houſe 
where Conventicles or Conſpiracies are made, is to be con- 
Hſeated; and be:whoreceives a affender agaiuft this Law, 
muſe be dyable with him to the Puniſher. - 
-b\Thus;much of :the Foreign Edits made igainſ Can 
venticles and unlawful: Agemblies, I paſs.on to give an 
account what Laws, Canons and Conſtitutions have 
beer; ordained both: inthe Church and-State. of ZXng- 
and; torithe by ey air ſuppreſling df, the'Cauven- 
tiekes of Sectaries Anh weobegin: ith, the Laws:enddt- 
.ed in the Reign: of Queen, Blizaherh,) in'-whoſe:name 
our Whyggs preteud- to caſt out-of>the:Kingdom thoſe 
evils the Feſuits, Ge: þut will not»dbſerys onectittle 
,of her. LavgandyConktcinn (1.5 2 iy Mn Go- 
veqent of:the Ghurch and State » Ni offs 
. » ln;the; 35th.' year, of ay Queens Reigo are ended 
two Laws: 


[The firſt is for the oyniſlanenc af thok;perſons dat 
obſtinately refuſe to come to Chuxgh;: and perſwade 


Ts fate Co to \umpPene ;;the!, woes Aytaenity;in] Ec- 


— 
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cleſiaftical Cauk es,&cFor.wha bat.endthis Pugiſhmentand 
for what: ae Put phos .the preamblo.of.aþe- 


Statute demonſtrates; It is, For the prevent avecd- 
Zng of Juch incorvenzences andperils 4s. rin on wwd 


k £rOW.. by. the wicked and. --—__ Marie Seeatins 


$S eAaries, and diſloyal Perſons 
| 5 


The 
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"The Second Law is, to'impele a penaley oh a Gti 3s Eliz cr. 
victed Popiſh-Recuſant, removin tote ve Niſes 
from! the Houle, &c. And or t 'end'thc 1 EE 
is impoſed,” and what*petſons- are mieant'by 'thisT AW | 
the'preamble*thereof will iriform us'," TP\ip" o>the bets" 
tor tiſcoveruny and tooiding of ſuth'\ TrayteFous and moſt" 
A. ons Confpiracies and AttempYs ware Hfly deviſed L 
ant prattiſet agaiuſt the Queens Majelty, and the happy E- 
rate of this Commort Wealth, by fwitdry ticked ayd"Seitge 
ov perfent, who terming themſelves Catholichs) and \ Being 
(indeed) Spies and' Intelligenters' tht only” for her Maje- 
ſties Foreign Enemies, but alſo for Rebellioks ant Trayror- 
ous Subjetts, Born within her Realms and Dottinions,* and 
hiding their moſt deteſtable and- droilifh ? Purpoſes under a 
falſe pretext of Religion and Conſcience, do ſecretly wander - 
and ſhift from plack Yo plate within this Renlm;- ts corrupt 
her Majeſties Subjet, and to ftir thenito Stulition dl Re- 
Bellions 3. Ub. SIGN ks | \Y IWT ARE Nh TG A\v 
'From'the' Reign of Queen  El/zzaberh,"we''come to 
that of 'Ring ' fames, -* Jo OD OLIV 0 
- In'x:\Facobi Regzs, Anno 1,603." thet&is'a"Oxnon and 
Conſtitation whereby maintainersof 'Canventiclesare 
cenſured ;"'the words of the Canorr are thefes 4 in. ' 
Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm or maintain, thatthere ,, 
are within this 'Reatn, other Meetings, Aſſemblies ori\Con- ; 
gregations of the Kings born Subjelts, they fuch/as b by the Laws 
x and are held and 5 Tread Li »:ghtly Challenge 


. 


70' themſelves the name of True awd Lawfill Charches + 'Let 
Biſhop, after hu Repentance and publitk Revocation of \ſuch 
his wicked Errors. ©. And'as\themaintainersof Conven- 
ticles arecenfured, -{@againt- rhe. mairitainers:of Con- 
ſtitutions made in Conventitles, there og a 
anon, . 


C4703 5. 


-* Cand 0, Whych is the r2th, The words |whereof, are 
a$ fellow: "fide Niret es | : 


Whiſcever ſhall bereaſter affirm,that it is,Lawful for any.ſort 
of Miniſters aud Lay:perſens,or either of them t9 joyn toge= 
ther and make Rules, Orders or Conſtitutions in Cauſes 
Bicclefraſtical, without the Kings Authority, and ſball ſubmit 
themſelves to be-Ruled and Gruverned by them : Let them 
be excommunicated ipſo fatto,and not be reſtored until they 
Repent. and publickly reueke thoſe their wicked and . Ana- 
baptiſtical errors. Add hereto a Third Canon againſt 
Mnſters: holding private Conventicles; the very 
words whereof are theſe: | 

Forasmuch as all Comventicles, and ſecret Meetings of 
Priejts and Miniſters, have been ever juſtly it ai, Ue- 
ry hurtful to the ſtate of the Church wherein they live ; we 
do now Ordain' and Conſtitute, That no Prieſts or Miniſters 
of the Word of God, mor any other perſons ſhall meet to- 
gether in any private FHouſe,- or elſewhere, to conſult ups 
on any matter or courſe to be takey by them, or \upon their 


. motion, or diretion by any other, which may-any way tend 


to the impeachment ar depravation of the Dottrine of- the 
Church of England, or of the Book of ;CammensPrayer,.or 
of any part of the Gruernment and Biſcipline ons olablafh 
ed in the Church of England under pain bf 'Excommunica- 
tion iplo fatto. . From King Faines's Reign I deſcend to 
char of the Royal Martyr King Chardes, the.,Eift ;.by. 
whole|Licenſe and Authority thete.wdsa Conllitutien. 
and Canon. Eccleſiaſtical framed and agtecdupor {ig 
the ſeveral Synods held at London and Fork, dnn”3640.) 
againſt Sectaries ; And it is this ; Whereas therg 1s a Pe. 
viſion now made by a Canon for the ſuppreſſing"of..Popery,. 
and the growth thereof, by Subjefting, aft ah Reeriabts 
to the greateſt Severity of Feelefiaſtica! cenſuwresin alert her 
Be | baſ; 


(25). 
Baff : Thus preſent Synod well knowing that there are other 
Sefts which endeavour the Eiverdos Seth of the Dottrine, 
and Diſcipline of the Church of England xo leſs than the 
Papiſts do, po by ancther way ; for the preventing 
thereof, doth hereby decree and ordain, That all thoſe Pro- 
ceedings and Penalties, which are mentioned in the afore- 
ſaid Canon againſt Popiſh- Recuſants as far as they ſhall be 
applyable, ſhas ſtand in full Force and Vigour againſt all 
Anabaptiſts. Bruwniſts, Separatiſts, Familiſts, or other 
Sett or Setts, perſon or perſons whatſoever, who do or ſhall 
either ob" mately refuſe, or ordinarily not having a Lawful 
Inpediment, ( that is for the ſpace of a Month ) neglef to 
repair to their Pariſh Churches or Chapels where they in- 
habit , for the hearing of Divine-Service Eſtabliſhed, and 
receiving of the Holy-Communion according to Law. 

And further, becauſe there are ſprung up among us a 
ſort of fattious people, Neſpiſers and Depravers of the Books 
of Common-Prayer who do net according to the Law reſort to 

their Parifh-Church or Chappel, to joyn in the publick Pray- 
ers, Service, and Worſhip of God with the Congregation , 
contenting themſelves with the hearing, of Sermons only, 
thinking thereby to avoid the Penalties = to ſuch' as whol- 
ly abſent themſelves from the Church. We therefore for the 
reſtraint of all ſuch wilfull Con temners or Neg/edtors of the 
Service of God, do ordain that the Church or Chappel-War- 
deus, and Queſtmen, or Sidewen of every Pariſh, ſhall be 
careful to enquire out all ſuch diſaffefted perſons, and ſhall 
preſent the names of all ſuch Delinquents at all Viftations 
of Biſhops, and other Ordinaries ; and that the ſame Pro- 
ceedings and Penalties mentioned in the Canon aforeſaid re: 
ſpetively, ſhall be uſed againſt' them as againſt other Reca. 
ſants, unleſs within one whole Month after tbey are firſt de- 
nounced, they ſhall make acknowledgment and, reformation 
| jJE | be 


(26) 
of that their fault. Provided always that this Cannſpat 
not derogate from any other Canon, Law, or Statute in that 
behalf provided againſt thoſe Seftaries. From the Rei 
of King Charles the x/f. I come to the Reign of the 
King that now is; wherein are Laws enafed ( befides 
thoſe againſt Nonconformiſts) for the preventing and 
| ſuppreiiing of Conventicles, As for Example, 
x6.Car2-6.4. In the 67h. of Ring Charles the 29. there is a Law; 
Intituled, An att ro prevent and ſuppreſs Seditious Con- 
venticles ; andin the preamble thereof are theſe words 
to be read ; | | 
Whereas an Att made in the frve and thirtieth Tear of 
the Reign of our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, 
Entituled, An A to retain the Queens Majeſties Subjetts - 
in their due Obedience, hath not been put in due\ Execution 
by reaſon of ſome doubt of late made, whether the ſaid Att 
be ſtill in force ; altho' it be very clear and evident, and it 
75 hereby declared, that the ſaid 4 is ſtill in forte, and 
ought to be put in due Execution. For providing, therefore 
s further and more ſpeedy Remedies againſt 7. growing 
and dangerous praftiſes of Seditious Seftaries, and other 
diſloyal perſons, who under pretence of tender Conſciences, 
do at their Meetings contrrve Inſurreftions,as late Experi. 
ence hath fhewed. As for the Puniſhment, &c. of this 
ſame Law; I ſhalnot mention, becauſe it is expired. . 
22, Car,2.c.4 Inithe 224. year of the Reign of theRing that ndw 
is, there is another Law made, whereby tis enatted; 
x.| That if any of the Ape of Sixteen years or up» 
wards, being a Subje& of this Realm, ſhall be preſent 
at any Conventicle , 'under pretence of any Exerciſe 
of Religion, in othet'manner'than accordipg to t 
[ Church of - Pupland, any . Juftice' of Peace, Gr. on 
Proof, Confeſſion, Oath''of two Witriefles, or notori- 
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( 29: ): | . 
ous Evidence of the Fat, may make a-Recotd of fach 
offence, which Record ſhall be a Convidtion, and fer 
a Fine of Five Shillings for the firſt offence, and tor 
the ſecond, Ten —_ to be 'Levied by diſtreſs and 
ſale of the offenders Goods; or in caſe of Poverty, on 
the Goods of others then convicted of the like offence 
at the ſame Conventicle. | 
2. Thatevery perſon convicted of Preaching at any 
ſuch Mecting, ſhall forfeit for the firſt offence Twenty 
Pound;and if it be a Stranger,and his name and habitati» 
on not known, or he cannot be found, or be unable to 
pay, the Juſtice of Peace &c. may Levy it upon any 
perſons that were preſent ; and for the ſecond offence 
Forty Pound to be levied, and diſpoſed &c. 

3- That every perſon convitted of wittingly ſuffer- 
ing, any ſuch meeting to be held in his Houſe, Yard, 

c. ſhall forfeit Twenty Pound;and in cale of his Po- 
verty, upon perſons.convicted of being preſent at the 
ſame | 


4. That if any Conſtable,&c. knowing, or being in- 
formed of ſuch Meetings within his Precin@, ſhall not 
imform a Juſtice of Peace, or chief —_— Sc. but 
they or others called in their aid, wiltully omit 
their Duty, and being convicted thereof, they ſhall for-. 
feit Five Pound. and the Juſtice of Peace and chief Ma- 
giſtrate,@c. omitting their Duty,ſhall forfeit one Hun- 

red Pound. Now tor what end are theſe Penalties im- 
poſed. > Why the preamble of the Law will tell you, 
That it is, For providing Remedy. againſt the py” and ' 
dangerous praftices of Seditious Seftaries, and other diſloy- 


al perſons, who under pretence of tender Conſciences, have, 
or may at their Meetings contrive Inſurreflions, as late ex- 


perienoe hath fhewed. 


E 2. Now, . 


TT O90) . I 
Now, Reader, if this very laſt Statute be put in due 
execution, I ſhould think our 'SeQaries would nothave 
long, Pocket Courage enough to frequent Conyenticles; 
and if they themſelves would but conſider, and weigh 
the preambles of the Laws and Canons before mention- 
ed, they would pronounce themſelves Gailty of the 
greateſt folly and Impudence in the World, to be found 
at ſuch unlawful Meetings. Well, I have no [more to 
ſay to our SeCtaries not only to defire them to'read theſe 
(a) Defor La-.following Lines, ſpoken by a moſt excellent (a) Prelate 


= Anet7 7 of our Church in a Sermon Preached before his Maje- 


on 1. Theſ]. 4. ſty at\White-FHal, 12. Martii 1664. 
ns. A Man (faies he) may go far in Religion, without trou- 
bling any ; and if then they fall into ſome Error, or Misbe- 
lief in Religion, they ought not to be ſeverely handled; but 
when Frake themſelves to aSett, that alters the caſe, 
it will then be Compaſſion miſtaken. A Locuſt alone is: no 
ſuch perilous Beaſt to be fear'd or regarded by any ; but 
when they come in ſhoals and ſwarms, andcover the Face of 
the Earth, they are a plague to the Country where they 
light. | So to-look upon' a Seftary fingle, who out of fimpli- 
city and good meauing, follows his Conſcience, our Hearts 
ſhould be every whit as tender for them as their Conſciences 
are ; But if we look upon them in Company, they are as ill 
and dangerous as the Company they are found in;and the dans 
ger of all popular Meetings and Aſſoc-ations to a State, 
makes it the proper bufmeſs of a King and his Miniſters to 
Hook to it, and to provide againſt it ; wherein the care hath 
been taken, deſerves a juſt Commendation. 


FINIS. 


BOOKS Printed for, and-'are to be Sold 
by John Walthoe at the Black-Lyon in 
Chancery-Lane, overagainſt Lincolns-Inn. 


A N Hiſtorical Account of the late great 

Froſt, in whuch are diſcoyercd, in (c- 

veral Comical Relations, the various Hu- 

mours, Loves, Cheats, and Intreagues of the 

Town, as the ſame were managed upon the 

River of Thames, during that Seaſon: In 
Twelyes, price 1 5. 

The Kings Prerogative,and the Subjefts Pri- 
wviledoes Afſſerted, according to the Laws of 
England : Togcther with Obſervations on 
the Laws and Goyernment of moſt of the 
Kingdoms and States of the Univerſe; by 
7. N. in large 0flavo: price 15s. 6 d. 

The Religious Cavalier. Done out of 
French: By Gideon Pierrevile Gent. price 1 s. 

Eve Revived: Or, The Fair One Stark- 
Naked. A Novell. . 

The Priviledge of Cuckolds : Or the Cure 
of Jealoufie. A work neceſlary not only 
for thoſe who arc fo, but thoſe that may be 
ſo. In7Twelves: price 1 s. 


